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The committee meets this morning for the first in a series of three

hearings on the President’s budget request for Indian programs for fiscal

year 2003.

This first hearing will focus on Indian programs administered by

the Department of Justice, the Department of Labor and the Department

of Education.

In addition, those Indian programs administered by the

Department of Health and Human Services that are outside the Indian

Health Service will be addressed today.
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On Thursday of this week, March 7th, the Committee will receive

testimony from the Department of Housing and Urban Development and

the Indian Health Service.

And on Thursday of next week, March 14th, the Committee will

receive testimony on the President’s budget request for the Bureau of

Indian Affairs, the National Indian Gaming Commission, and the

Environmental Protection Agency.

In those coming hearings, the Committee will be exploring how the

United States’ trust responsibility for Indian lands and resources would

be maintained if the President’s proposals to privatize the administration

of federal programs are approved by the Congress.

Today, however, we look forward to hearing from the federal

agencies as to the objectives that the President’s budget request for the

Indian programs under their respective jurisdictions seeks to accomplish

in fiscal year 2003.


