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My nameis AngelaBarney Nez. | serve asthe Director of the Navgjo Area School Board
Association (or NASBA), headquartered in the capitol of the Navgjo Nation, Window Rock, AZ.

Fird, I'd like to acknowledge the hard work of two of the committeg's staff members, JoJo
Schifflett, who we understand has left the committee and Jan Ericksen. We can gppreciate the difficult
task of having to "hit the ground running” to ded with acomplex piece of legidation which establishes
the framework for afairly complex Education System of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The Navg o Nation has adopted |legidation that prevents Navg o organizations from taking
positions on Federa legidation unless that testimony has been endorsed by the gppropriate standing
committee and findly gpproved by the Inter-Governmentd Affairs Committee. Thisrule crested the
backdrop for a considerable effort last year to reach consensus among the various school boards and
board organizations serving the Navgjo Nation. That effort was successful and resulted ina
comprehensive position of the Navgo Nation on what has now become S. 211. Certain provisons
that were added by the committee |ate in the process have not yet been considered by the Navgo
Nation. We have just received a copy of the introduced bill afew days ago and will be working with
the Navgjo Nation to update the position accordingly.

| am submitting the Navgo Nation testimony for the record and want to focus on two of the
maost important provisonsin this statement.

Section 1121 - | wish to make severa points on this section, dealing with accreditation and
standards.

1) S 211 cdlsfor extensve studies and alengthy process for revisng BIA standards, which
are Smply no longer in use. We believe thiswould be awaste of time and effort.

2) We support the proposed process whereby tribes or school boards can more easily waive
standards and establish their own alternative standards,

subject only to rejection by the Director of OIEP for "good cause and in writing." Rejections
by the Director would be gppealable under 25 CFR Part 2.



matter.

3) We support the amendment that provides tribes with the authority to establish their own
standards without that action being reviewable by any state or regiona accrediting agency asit
iscurrently.

4) We bdieve that tribes should have the authority to make determinations on which standards
should be used. They should also be able to delegate this responghility to school boards.
Federa statute should not establish that school boards have the primary authority to make such
decisons asthe current hill provides at 1121 (f)(2). Our position here acknowledges that the
inherent right of tribes to control their educationa programs and that a
government-to-government relationship exists between the tribes and the United States.

5) The Navgo Nation proposes a provision related to the certification of staff in BIA
operated schools that applicants can be certified in any state of the Union. Thisfollows the
precedent used by the Department of Defense Overseas schools. Asthe teacher shortage
becomes more acute nationwide, it becomes harder and harder to find qudified professond
geff.

We ask that your staff review again the detailed version prepared by the Navgo Nation on this

Section 1126 ¢(2)(B) - The bill makes amgor change regarding school board training. The

Navg o Nation supports a different change. | want to make the following points:

1) The current verson of the bill would eiminate the school board training fund while a the
same time establish a training requirement of 40 hours for each new board member.

2) The Navgo Nation would continue the set aside for School Board training, but would
provide that the fund be distributed equally among BIA funded

school boards. The Nation's position aso provides that atribe or group of tribes could elect to
authorize a contract the program for their member school boards under PL 93-638.

3) The Navgo Nation supports the increase in minimum amount of funds available for BIA
operated school boards from $5,000 to $8,000. However, if the school board training fund is
eliminated as currently proposed, expense funds will need to be increased. We are available to
work with the committee staff on thisif necessary.

Section 1127 - Administrative Cost Grants

S. 211 does not include proposed Navg o Nation language that, in Stuations where one tribe

granted more than one school, would caculate the Adminigrative Cost Grant amount based on the
amount each school would be digible for if they were granting individudly rather than on what the
combined grant\contract would generate under the formula. If atribe isinterested in granting a number



of schools under asingle grant, the loss of adminigtrative funds should not become amgor factor in that
decison.

Section 1139 - Tribal Departments of Education

The Navgo Nation strongly supports the amendment which establishes a priority for
gpplications from tribes with more than 3 BIA funded schools. Since there are only a handful of tribes
that meet this criterion, we bdieve it would encourage the Adminigtration and the Congress to actudly
fund thislong neglected authority. On Navgo, | persondly believe that the need for a Triba
Department of Education is critical as the Bureau's role continues to decrease and the Navagjo Nation's
role increases.



